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Summary of Proposed Amendment of Sewer 
Rates and Charges of the the City of Portage

Rate Increases By Year (Compounded)

09/1/2024 1/1/2025 1/1/2026 1/1/2027

Portage - Damon Run Rates

Increase % 34% 8% 7% 3%

Cumulative Increase % 34% 45% 55% 59%
Valparaiso - Damon Run User 

Rates

Increase % 0% 11% 6% 6%

Cumulative Increase % 0% 11% 18% 25%



Timeline of Events Rate Case Public Process
Where can a customer 
find details regarding 

the proposed rate 
increases?

What do the rate 
increases pay for?

How much 
will rates 
increase?

www.valparaisoutilities.org/166/Rates-Deposits

Email Questions to:

cityservices@valpo.us

• September/October 2024 - One on One 
Sessions with VCU Board of Directors 
and City Council 

• Online Rate & Document Center
• October 11, 2024 – Letter sent via US 

Mail to DR Customers
• October 22, 2024 - Public Presentation 

of DR Rate Increase VCU Board of 
Directors Meeting 5:00 pm –

• November 4, 2024 – Public Hearing 
Notice sent via US Mail to all DR 
customers 

• November 11, 2024 – City Council 
Introduction AND Public Presentation on 
DR Rates and rate ordinance 6:00 pm

• November 25, 2024 – City Council 
Public Hearing on DR rates and adoption 
of rate Ordinance #27-2024 6:00 pm

City of 
Portage



 

Damon Run 
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Valparaiso 
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PROTECTING OUR 
BOUNDARIES

DAMON RUN 
SEWER ASSETS

Territorial Cause No. 
45306 

AQUA SEWER

VALPARAISO CITY 
UTILITIES

CITY LIMITS

VALPARAISO 
CITY 

UTILITIES



Baker Tilly Municipal Advisors, LLC is a registered municipal advisor and wholly-owned subsidiary of Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP, an accounting firm.  

Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP trading as Baker Tilly is a member of the global network of Baker Tilly International Ltd., the members of which are separate and independent 

legal entities. © 2019 Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP
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Award winning utility that provides essential services 24/7 - All night, all day, 
every day

Clean 

Water

Water Treatment

Sewer Collection 
System

Wastewater

Treatment

Water Distribution 
Systems

Stormwater Systems





Breakdown of Damon Run Customer Rate Drivers
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Summary of Rate Increase
Comparison City of Portage vs. Valparaiso

Rate Increases By Year (Compounded)

10/1/2024 1/1/2025 1/12026 1/1/2027

Portage - Damon Run Rates

Increase % 34% 8% 7% 3%

Cumulative Increase % 34% 45% 55% 59%
Valparaiso - Damon Run User 

Rates

Increase % 0% 11% 6% 6%

Cumulative Increase % 0% 11% 18% 25%



Typical Monthly Bill 
with Current Rates

Billing Details

Water     IAW
Fixed Rate                     $60.78
Sewage  $31.08 $91.86

$101.95
$108.08

$114.57



 

✓ Rates are independent of the “City’s rate structure.  DR stands on its own.

✓ Rate Increases – Support Revenues for Operations, Maintenance, Debt Service, 
and Yearly Investment in Infrastructure. Portage Controls Wastewater 
Treatment.

✓ Rate Stability.  5 Years     25% versus 59%

✓ We made a commitment to the DR Customers in 2019:

✓ Total Costs for service would be less.

✓ Invest $$ into the system - $500,000 over the last 5 years.

✓ Grow the Customer Base and Cash Reserves

✓ Operate Efficiently.

                          

CONCLUSIONS:

 



Rate Proposal Document Center
www.valparaisoutilities.org

• Email Questions to:
• cityservices@valpo.us

❖ Public Hearing 

❖ Final Vote

http://www.valparaisoutilities.org/

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5:          
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Valparaiso City Utilities  Financial Plan Damon Run Conservancy Sewer Customers   Rates and Charges Summary  September 25, 2024 
	Slide 8:          
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14:          
	Slide 15

